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History
City of Armagh Rugby Club is one of the oldest clubs in Ireland. Records exist of games being played
in the early 1870’s but the accepted date of the club’s foundation is 1875. 

In the early days matches were played on the historic Mall but also for a number of years at the 
Asylum grounds in the late 1920’s due to drainage problems.

The Club’s first trophy success was in 1890 when the Town’s Cup was won. A few years passed until
the next trophy success, the Junior Cup in 1909 followed by another Town’s Cup in 1910. Further
Town’s Cup victories were recorded in 1929, 1947, 1951, 1971, 1981 and 2007. The Junior Cup was 
also won in 1912, 1930, 1964, 1979, 2005 and 2009. 

By 1933, three teams were fielded and Armagh player, Bobby Barnes. then at Trinity College Dublin
achieved a rare double when he played for Armagh in the Town’s Cup in January and for Ireland
against Wales in March, being on the winning side on both occasions. 

The next Armagh member to play for Ireland was Brian McCall and he won the Triple Crown in 1985.
More recently, Irish International and British Lion, Tommy Bowe played his first senior rugby match for
Armagh after leaving the Royal School and before he went off to university.

In 1978 the club relocated to the Palace Grounds where a magnificent clubhouse had been built 
alongside three playing pitches. In 1981 the Club achieved senior status and played in the All Ireland
League until 1997. Success continued at junior level on and off the pitch and Armagh won promotion
back to the senior ranks in 2011. City of Armagh was awarded the Ulster Club of the Year trophy for
the 2010-11 season by Ulster Rugby. 

Why sponsor City of Armagh?
With nearly 500 adult members, City of Armagh RFC is the only senior rugby club in County Armagh.

Currently the club fields four adult teams, plus youth teams at u17, u15 and u13 age levels and a
growing ladies section at u18 level.

The mini rugby section is one of the largest in Ulster with 250 children from 25 local primary schools
participating each Saturday morning. The Annual end of season mini blitz tournament is the largest in
Ulster with 1000 children taking part and 6 clubs from the South of Ireland visiting annually.

The club is completely cross community and provides a neutral environment for all.

Over the years our facilities have been used by local GAA, soccer and tug-of-war clubs.

Ulster Rugby and the IRFU regularly use City of Armagh facilities for representative fixtures and 
training camps. Ulster and Irish players are regular guests at functions and pre-match lunches.

An active sponsorship sub-committee ensures sponsors are not forgotten about and all obligations
from the club are met.
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Match Sponsorship
Single Match Sponsorship

Our match day sponsorship package is an ideal way to entertain in style at the Palace Grounds. 
From the moment you arrive to the time of your departure, you will be assured of a warm 
welcome, quality service, VIP treatment and a day full of memories!  

Match Package

• A pre-match meal including drinks for up to 10 guests in the Members Bar or upstairs 
function room. (additional places are available at £20.00 per person).

• Recognition as match sponsor in the programme, clubhouse and website.
• Company logo on front cover of match programme.
• Complimentary match entry, programmes and parking.
• Selection and presentation of ‘Man of the Match’ award.
• Opportunity to meet the players after the game. 

Cost:  All Ireland League and Ulster Senior League Pricing.  
 Please contact us for pricing and further information.  Contact Details on Page 8.

Match Ball Sponsorship

In recognition for your match ball sponsorship, you will receive a presentation photograph signed
by the First XV with your company’s logo and acknowledgement in the match programme.  

Cost:  Please contact us for pricing and further information.  
 Contact Details on Page 8.
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Ground Advertising 
Pitch-side Advertising Boards

What better way to highlight your company than by having it profiled with a pitch-side advertising 
board at the Palace Grounds. Our standard sized advertising boards are 10ft x 2ft 6.

Both local and national companies benefit from having their branding on display, in addition to 
the many others who utilise the facilities throughout the year.

All boards are sold on a minimum three year deal.

What’s included?
• Year-round pitch-side advertising panel facing the First XV pitch.

Payment Option One
Yearly deals.  First year includes production of board, (artwork to be supplied*).
Second and third year costs don't include board costs.  

or

Payment Option Two
Three-year inclusive deal (comprising board production* and three years’ display).

* Replacement boards can be produced at any time for £195 plus VAT, please ask for details.

Alternative large sized boards - see image below. 

Costs:  Please contact us for pricing and further information.  Contact Details on Page 8.

Scoreboard Sponsorship
An exclusive advertisement on the First XV pitch scoreboard, including your advert, company
name or logo. 
This is based on a three-year deal. 
(Artwork to be supplied to specification or we can provide at an extra cost.)

Cost:  Please contact us for pricing and further information.  
 Contact Details on Page 8.
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General Advertising
Members’ Handbook Advertising

Promote your company to over 500 members in our club handbook.
All adverts run for 12 months.
(Artwork to be supplied to specification or we can provide at an extra cost).

Costs: 
Back cover:  
Inside front cover: 
Full page: 
(Subject to availability)

Please contact us for pricing and further information.  Contact Details on Page 8.

Website Advertising

Promote your company on our club website with your logo and a direct link through to 
your own website.

Cost:  Please contact us for pricing and further information.  
 Contact Details on Page 8.

Senior Team Sponsorship
First XV Kit Sponsorship

Raise the profile of your company and its standing in the community by sponsoring the First 
XV’s kit. Your company will gain both local and national recognition via home and away matches 
in both the Ulster and All-Ireland leagues, with news articles and photographs, plus replica kit
sales. Armagh are one of the best supported clubs in Ulster in terms of match attendances.

Two year deals - available from 2015

Costs: 

Front of Rugby shirt: (one position available).

Back of Rugby shirt: (two positions available).

Sleeve of Rugby shirt: (two positions available).

Shorts: (two positions available).

Training gear: (Please ask for prices and details).

Please contact us for pricing and further information.  Contact Details on Page 8.
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Mini and Youth Section Sponsorship
Kit Sponsorship

Raise the profile of your company by sponsoring the development of sport in the local 
community. We have over 400 children in our mini rugby section from over 35 local primary 
schools. At youth level we have U13, U15 and U17 teams competing every week.
You can place your company logo on the shirts for a particular team by age group and also 
gain exposure to both parents and supporters.

Two-year deal.  Please ask about team availability.  

Cost: Please contact us for pricing and further information.  Contact Details on Page 8.
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Corporate Package
Enjoy the benefits of City of Armagh Rugby Club’s corporate package with exposure to club 
members, our associates and many visitors. Our package maximises your opportunities for 
promotion and deliver great value for money.  Details are listed below:

Platinum Package

What’s included?

• City of Armagh Rugby Club tie.

• Advertisement in match day programme.

• Advertisement in Club handbook.

• Your company logo on the Club’s sponsors board.

• Your company logo on the Club website home page with a link to your own website.

• Your company logo on the Club Facebook page and company offers allowed on Facebook 
wall.

• Your company logo included within the Club’s weekly email marketing.

• Match day sponsorship at a fixture of your choice, including a table for 10 including wine.

• Pitch-side advertising board deal for three years, including production.

• Two international tickets for Ireland Six Nations home games, of your choice, at the Aviva 
Stadium.

• Pre-match lunch and drinks.

• Advertising opportunities within club marketing activities.

Cost:  Please contact us for pricing and further information. 
Contact Details on Page 8.
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Contact Details
For further information or to discuss your opportunities with City of Armagh Rugby Club, 

please contact one of the following:

Andrew Nesbitt
Mob. 0786 0526 090 

E-mail. anesbitt@cross-group.org

Noel Conn
Mob. 0771 4256 909

E-mail. noelconn@hotmail.co.uk

Club Office
City of Armagh Rugby Club

Palace Grounds
Friary Road

Armagh
County Armagh 

BT60 4EN

Tel: 028 3752 2248
E-mail: info@armaghrfc.com
Web: www.armaghrfc.com

Facebook: www.facebook.com/city.of.armagh.rugby.club 
Twitter: www.twitter.com/armaghrugbyclub
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